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ro Tus 
MINISTERS 
Of the ſeveral PARISHES in the 


Dioceſe of ROGHESTER. 


My Reverend B N ET HRE N, 


HIS plain Diſcourſe, which J made 
07 long ſince as the Tear 1698, to 
2 Pariſbd, of which I had then the 
care, on Occaſion of a Confirmation 
= /]] there by the late Arch-Biſhop of 
Canterbury; and 71 ſince that, to the Pariſh 
of St. Margaret's Weſtminſter ; I have here pub- 
hſbed, and ſent to you, in hopes that it may be 
of uſe to my whole Dioceſe, to the purpoſe for 
which it was firſt deſign'd. 


It has been my conflant apprehenſion, and is 
fall fo, That the Office of Confirmation duly admi- 
niſter d, would be of ſingular uſe for the eftabliſh- 
ing the chriſtian faith, and promoting a life a- 

WE = greeable 


To the Miniſters of the ſeveral 
greeable thereto : But that it may be thus order- 
ly adniniſter d, it is abſolutely neceſſary, that eve- 
ry Parochial Minifter ſbould be affiſtant to his Bi- 
ſhop, by carefully attending to the direction given 
by our Church, for the preparing his Pariſhioners, 
and preſenting them to be confirn d. 


You know that it is your duty, not only to o. 
ficiate publickly, and particularly to catechiſe the 
Youth of your Pariſhes ; but alſo, as you have op- 
portunity, to give private inſtruction and admoni- 
tion to all that are committed to your charge, 
And if you do this faithfully, you will always 
know, who amongſt them have not yet been con- 

 firm'd, and who are qualified and deſirous to be 
Jo; and then it will be no difficulty to you, when- 
ſoever notice is given of a Confirmation to be held 
amongſt you, to apply your ſelves to ſuch in parti- 
cular, in order to the preparing them for it. 


14 therefore earneſtly intreat you, that when 
T do give notice, (which I purpoſe always to do 
ſome convenient time before 1 come) that you will 
immediately apply your ſelves to ſuch of the Youth 
of your reſpective Pariſhes as you think proper to 
preſent to me; that you examine them diligently, and 
be ſatisfied that they underſtand competently the 
Principles of the Chriftian Religion, and particu- 
larly the nature of their Baptiſmal Vow, and that 
they are of themſelves ſeriouſly deſirous to take it 
upon themſelves, and in order to that end. to come 
to Confirmation ;, and that having done this, you 
40 then (according to the laſt Rubrick immediate- 
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& 


Pariſhes in the Dioceſe-of Rocheſter, 
| ly before the Office of Confirmation) ſet down 
their Names in a Paper, ſubſcribed by your own 

hands, the Miniſter of each Pariſh bringing with 
him, and diſtindtly preſenting thoſe, and thoſe on- 
Iy, whom be has ſet down in his lift ; it being 4 
Rule which I propoſe to my ſelf, to confirm no 


others than ſuch as are thus prepar'd and ſet down 


beforehand, and preſented to me by the Miniſters 
their reſpective Pariſhes which I apprehend will be 
the only means of performing the 5 regularly, and 


ſaving my ſelf and you nuch trouble. 


* 
. 


Tu will do well alſo to add the age of 
every one, over-againſt their Names. For altho* 
there 1s no particular age ſpecified in the Of- 
fice, yet it is expreſly there declared, that they 
are to be Fer, as. are come to years of Diſcre- 
tion. And indeed the whole frame of the Office 
requires them to be of ſuch an age, as may qua- 
lify them to take ſolemnly upon themſelves the 
ſacred Vow of Baptiſm. In truth, the Rubrick 
after Confirmation declaring, that none are to be 
admitted to the holy Communion, until ſuch 
time as they be confirmed, or be ready and de- 
ſirous to be confirmed, is 4 plain intimation, that 
this Office is preparatory to the. holy Communion, 
and is conſequently deſign'd as a publick declara- 
tion, that the perſons confirm'd: are to be thence- 
forward look'd upon as. adult Chriſtians, fit to 
be admitted into full chriſtian Communion. And 
if this were well conſider d, neither would Parents 
at any time offer, nor Mimſters preſent any * 


— 


Jo the Miniſters, &c. 
dren to Confirmation 7 an incompetent age, but 
| ſuch only as were arrived at years of diſcretion. 


If you conſcienciouſly obſerve theſe Rules, you 
will fd that this Office thus regularly perform d, 
is not 4 matter of meer form, or outward cere- 
mony, (as it is too commonly thought to be) but 
an effettual means, by the bleſſing of God, for pro- 

moting true chriſtian Piety and Virtue. 


That Almighty God may dire# and bleſs all our 
honeſt endeavours to this purpoſe, is the hearty 
14 \ Your faithful Friend 

and Brother, 


SA ROFFEN 


HEBR. 


| H E B R. vi. I, 2, 


Therefore leaving the principles of the 
doctrine of Chriſt, let us go on un- 

to perfection; not laying again the 

| foundation F repentance from dead | 
works, and of faith towards God, 

of the doctrine of baptiſms, and of 
laying on of hands, and of the re- 
ſurrection of the dead, and of eternal 
Judgment. A 


HE writer of this Epiſtle, 
had, in the former Chapter, 
l taken occaſion to reprove the 
Wag Hebrew Chriſtians, for having 
— dace fo little progreſs in the 
knowledge of the Religion which they pro- 

ſeſs d: When for the time ye ought to be teach. ch. 5. 12; 

ers, ſaith he, ye have need that one teach you *© 

again, which be the firſt principles of the oracles 
of God, and are become ſuch as have need Ll 
| mill, 
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| milk, and not of flrong meat. But yet being 
A unwilling always to be inſiſting on theſe 
x feſt principles in which they had been ſuth- 
q | ciently inſtructed, again and again, he tells 
them that he wou'd go on to diſcourſe of 
other truths, which were built upon this 
foundation, and which it was not fit theß 
ſhould any longer be ignorant of. Thus in 
the words of my text, Therefore leaving the 
principles of 1he doctrine of Chriſt, let us go 
on unto perfection, not laying again the foun- 
dation, & c. the meaning of which paſſage 
is plainly this, that inſtead of farther diſ- 
courſing at preſent of thoſe do&rines in which 
every chriſtian was inſtru&ed, when he was 
admitted into the Church by Baptiſm, which 
he here ſtyles, the principles of the doctrine of 
Gori, as he had in the former chapter call'd 
them, the firſt principles of the oracles of God, 
and in my text again the foundation, inſtead 
bl inſiſting farther upoy theſe, and laying a- 
gain this foundation, which he ſuppoſes al- 
ready lay'd, he tells them, he would pro- 
ceed to ſuch. doQrines, as every perfect and 
compleat chriſtian ought to be acquainted 
with, particularly concerning the great ſacri- 
tice made by Jeſus Chriſt, when he offer'd 
himſelf up for the fins of the world, and 
the. prieſthood which he began to exerciſe 
here upon earth, and which he continues to 
exerciſe in heaven, together with the cor- 
reſpondence between theſe and the types and 
figures of the Moſaick law ; theſe were thoſe 
| doctrines 
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doctrines of perfection which he ſpeaks of. 
But before he enters upon theſe, he juſt re- 
capitulates the doctrines of the other order, 
namely, the principles of the doctrine of Chriſt, 
of which my text reckons up fix, viz. the 
doctrine of repentance from dead works, and of 
Faith towards God, the doctrine of baptiſms, 
and of laying on of hands, of the reſurrection 
of the dead, and of eternal judgment. The 
two firſt of theſe, viz. repentance from dead 
works, that is, the renouncing all evil prac- 
tices, and faith towards God, that 1s, a be- 
lieving in God, as revealing himſelf by his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, with ſuch a firm and ſted- 
faſt faith as implies in it a devoting our ſelves 
to God according to the inſtitution of our 
bleſſed Saviour, theſe are confeſſedly ſome of 
the Art principles of chriſtianity, repentance 
and faith being the doctrines which our bleſ- _ 
ſed Saviour and_his Apoſtles firſt preach'd, 
where-ever they went, and which every one, 
who was admitted into the chriſtian church, 
profeſs'd to embrace. The two laſt likewiſe, 
viz, the doctrine of the reſurrection of the 
dead, and of eternal judgment, are two of the 
neceſſary and fundamental principles of chri- 
ſtianity, as being two of the grand motives 
to prevail with us to coinply with the faith 
of Chriſt, and to yield to his government. 
The two middle ones, viz. the doctrine of 
Baptiſms and of laying on of hands, you ſee 
the Apoſtle enumerates alſo amongſt the prin- 

ciples of the doctrine of Chriſt, directly con- 

© - ary 


Mat. 28. 
1 9, 20s 


The Deſign and Uſe © 


trary to thoſe who have caſt off the uſe of. | 


them, as needleſs and inſignificant, becauſe 
external and ceremonial uſages, External 
indeed they are, and ceremonnial; but as 
inſtituted by our Saviour, or practiſed by his 
Apoſiles, deſign d to be attended with an in- 


ward power and efficacy, which can never be 


wanting where any of the inſtitutions of 
Chriſtianity are duly. uſet. 

By the doctrine of Baptiſms is plainly to 
be underſtood, the doctrine concerning en- 


tring thoſe, who take upon them the reli- 


gion of Chriſt, into the Church by waſhing. 
them with water, in the name of the Father, 


"the Son, and the holy Ghoſt, according to the 


expreſs appointment of our Lord to his 
Apoſtles and their Succeſſors in the miniſtry 
of the Goſpel, when he gave them this com- 
mand, Go ye and teach, or make diſciples of 
all nations, baptizing them, &c. annexing this 
promiſe, Lo, I am with you alway, even. 


unto the end of the world. Why the Apoſtle 


mentions Baptiſms in the plural number, is 
not ſo certain. Some think he refers to the 
diſtin&ion of Baptiſm, as it had been uſed 
by the Jews, who were accuſtomed before 


our Saviour's time to baptize thoſe Gentiles 


who became proſely tes to their religion; and 
the Baptiſm which was uſed by Fohn the 


forerunner of out Saviour; and laſt of all 


that, which was appointed by our Lord him- 
ſelf to be. conſtantly uſed in his Church. 
Others ſuppoſe that by Baptiſms he refers to 

5 Eo the 
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the outward and inward Baptiſm, that of 
water, and of the Spirit, which tho they 
are diſtinguiſhable, yet according to the 
Scripture account are ſuppoſed to accompany 
each other, for which reafon our Lord de- 
elared, that unleſs a man be born of water and Joh. 3. 5+ 
of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the king- 
dom of God ; and St. Paul in like manner 
Joins, the waſhing of regeneration with the Tic. 3. 3. 
renewing of, the holy Ghoſt, by which he 
ſays God ſaveth Chriſtians, viz. when he re- 
ceives them into the Church of Chriſt by 
baptiſm. Others again by Baptiſms under- 
ſtand no more than the Baptiſm of ſeveral 
diſtin&, perſons, at the ſeaſons peculiarly 
appointed for Baptiſm. For altho' chriſtian 
Baptiſm be in it ſelf but one, in its inſtitution, 
nature, and defign ; yet foraſmuch as every 
individual Chriſtian is diſtinctly baptized, and 
that in the early times of Chriſtianity at fea- 
fons appointed particularly for that purpoſe, 
the Apoſtle might well ſay the doctrine of 
| Baptiſms in the plural number. 
But to wave that. The remaining prin- 
ciple of chriſtian doctrine, and that which 
I am at this time principally concern d to 
give an account of, is that of laying on of 
ands, concerning which I doubt it may be 
ſaid of many amongſt us, according to the 10 
before- mention d paſſage of the Apoſtle, that 50 
they need that one teach them again the na- 
> ture of this principle pay oracles of 125 
: 2 et 


4 


Mark 16. 
18. 
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Let us therefore apply our ſclves to the con- 
ſideration of this Principle. N 
Now as to this, it is obſervable, that 25 
laying on of hands was the uſual ceremony of 
benediction in the. Church of Chriſt, toge- 
ther with prayers for the perſon on whom 
this impoſition of hands was. This was 


particularly done when any ſpecial benefit 


was to be obtain'd for, or conferred upon 
a perſon, and this in divers caſes, Thus 
laying on of hands was ſometimes us'd in 
the miraculous curing of diſeaſes, according 
to the promiſe of our Lord to his diſci- 
ples, that thoſe who believed on him, ſhould 
lay hands on the. ſick, and they ſhould reco- 


ver; and as we read, St. Paul particularly 
did upon the father of Publius, who lay ill 


of a feper, and of a bloody flux. It is ſaid, 
4 of — and 2 and laid his 
bands on him, and healed him. It was a- 
gain uſed, as is well known from the hi- 
ſtory of the new Teſtament, in the deſig- 
nation of perſons to Eccleſiaſtical Offices and 


Functions, in appointing and ordaining thoſe 


who were to miniſter in the Church of 
Chriſt : It was uſed again, in the early times 
of Chriſtianity, as eccleſiaſtical hiſtory in- 


forms ue, in abſolving ſuch Penitents as had 


for their faults been excluded from chri- 
{tan communion, when they were again ad- 
mitted to it. It was likewiſe us d (as I 
ſhall haye further occaſion to ſnew preſent- 


ly) 
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ly) by the Apoſtles, in conferring the gifts 


of the divine Spirit- upon thoſe who had 
been baptized by others.- In ave. it was, 
as will abundantly appear both from the old 
and the new Teſtament, the ordinary ceremo- 
ny of benediction uſed in the church of God, 
as anciently as in the days of the Patriarchs. 
Thus Jacob when he bleſs'd the Sons of 


Foſeph before his death, is ſaid to Have Sen. 48. 
flretched forth his hands, and to have laid“ 


them upon their heads, in order to the im- 
parting his benediction to them. And our 


bleſſed. Saviour himſelf, in approbation of 


this ancient practice, did the ſame thing 


E when he receiv'd' the children brought to 
him by their friends; the text ſays, he tool Mark 10. 


them up in his arms, put his hands upon 
them, and bleſſed them. After all which it 
is not to be wonder'd at, that the doctrine 
of laying on 7 hands is in my text ac- 


counted one of the Principles of chriſtian 


\ 


doarine. i + 


And as this may include the ſeveral kinds 


of impoſition of hands which were in practice 
in the Apoſtles times, ſo particularly there is 


one which ſeems plainly comprehended in 


it, and which gave occaſion to the practice 


of the chriſtian Church ever ſince, that! 


mean of laying on the Apoſtles hands upon 
thoſe who had been receiv'd into the church 


by Baptiſm; in conſidering of which, I ſhall . 
by God's aſſiſtance employ the ' reſt of this 


diſcourſe. And that I may treat on this ar- 


gument 
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gument uſefully, (and ſuitably to the pre- 


lent occaſion) I propoſe the following Me- 


© To obſerve what we find in the hol 7 
Scriptures of the new Teſtament concern- 


ing the practice of the Apoſtles in laying 


on their hands upon ſuch as had been ad- 


mitted. into the Church by Baptiſm. 
To confider what foundation this prac- 
tice of the Apoſtles is for the laying on of 


hands by Biſhops in Confirmation. 


What arguments we have for the practice 


of Confirmation from the nature and reaſon 


of the thing it felf. And, 


ly Scriptures of the new Teſtament concern- 


ing this practice of the Apoſtles.. 


Now the ſum of what we there find as 
to this matter is this; That the Ales, 
and they only, were wont te Tay: their hands 


upon ſuch as had been baptized; uſually by 


the inferior Miniſters of the Church, in or- 


der to their receiving the extraordinary giſts 


of the holy Ghoſt, of which we have two 


very plain inſtances in the Ads of the 4- 
pPoſtles: The firſt is that in the City of 


Samaria, where Philip, one of the ſeven Dea- 
cons, firſt preach'd the Goſpel with very 


Att; 2. 12-great ſucceſs, For it is ſaid, that when they 
| : : believed 


To make fome Application of what ſhall 
be offer d on theſe ſeveral heads. 2 


Let us obſerve what we find in the ho- 
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believed Philip preaching the things concern- 


ing the kingdom of God, and the name of 


Feſus Chrift, they were baptized both men 
and women, that 1s, a conſiderable. number 
of both Sexes;z and then, as it follows, when 
the Apoſtles which were at Jeruſalem heard, 


that Samaria had receiv'd the word of God, acts 8. 
they | ſent unto | them Peter and Jobn, who, I4, Oe. 


when they were come "down, prayed for them, 


that they night receive the holy Ghoſt; for 


as yet he was fallen upon none of then; on- 
ly. they were baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jeſus. Then lay d they their hands on 


them, and they received the holy Ghoſt. 
Ihe other is in the city of Epheſus, where Ads 19. 
St. Paul coming and finding ſome diſciples, 5 5: 


ul as yet Bad receiv'd only the baptiſm of 


Jobn, caus'd them to be baptized in the name 


of the Lord Feſus ; whether by himſelf, or 


by any others who miniſter'd/ unto him, 1s 


not ſaid in the text. And then it follows, 


When Paul had laid his hands upon them, the 
holy Ghoſt came on them, and they-ſpake with 


tongues, and propheſied. By which inſtances 


it appears, that this was the practice of the 
Apoſtles, and of them only, before they had 
appointed Biſbops to ſucceed them, and that 
they did not lay on their hands till after 


baptiſm ; and that the effect of it at that 


time was, that the perſons on whom their 


hands were lay d, at leaſt ſome of them, re- 
ceiv d immediately the extraordinary Gifts of 


the divine Spirit. Let us now in the next 


place. conſider, . What 
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What foundation this practice of the 
Apoſtles is, for the laying on the hands of 


Biſbops, at Confirmation. 


Nou as to this, the beſt method is to con- 
ſult the ancient eccleſiaſtical writers, from 
whom it will plainly appear, that the Church 
of Chriſt took up this practice of Confirma- 
tion, from what was done by the Apoſtles in 
the inſtances I have given, and accordingly, 
that the Biſhops of the Church, who are 
conſtantly look'd upon as the Succeſſors of 


the Apoſtles, having the chief authority in 
the church of Chriſt, after their deceaſe, did 


in conformity to this their practice, [ay their 


Bands upon, and bleſs in the name of God, 
thoſe who had been initiated in the church 


by baptiſm, praying for the farther aſſiſtance 
of the holy Ghoſt, to confirm and ſtrengthen 
them in their chriſtian courſe, 

There is indeed this difference in the 
caſe : In the Apoſtles days, and under their 


- miniſtration, the extraordinary gifts of the _ 


holy Ghoſt were given, as well as the ordi- 
nary communications of his grace, for the 

enlightning and ſtrengthning of their minds: 
whereas fince the ceaſing of thoſe miraculous 
powers, chriſtians 5 to expect in the uſe of 


the church's miniſtrations, particularly this 
of impoſition of hands, not to derive thoſe 
extraordinary and miraculous gifts and pow- 
ers, but the communications of the divine 
Spirit from God, for the farther enlightning, 

{trength- 
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ſtrengthning, and ſanctify ing their Souls, 
paths of chriſtian 


and guiding them in the 
virtue and piety, 


It is needleſs to trouble you with citations 
from ancient writers to this purpoſe ; it may 
ſuffice to take notice on this occaſion, that 


Mr. Calvin, (a) whoſe name is of great autho- 
rity amongſt thoſe reformed churches, who 
do not come up to the practice of our church 
in this inſtance, freely acknowledges that 
this was the ancient practice of the Chriſtian 


Church, and that the ancient Eccleſiaſtical 


Writers make frequent mention of it, which he 
therefore commends, and wiſhes it were reſto- 
red in its ancient ſimplicity, without the mix- 
ture of ſuch corruptions as the church of Rome 
had introduced. And again, in his () Com- 

ment upon my text, he allows theſe words - 


i 
£ 4 * an ded 


(a) Calvini Inſtit. Iib. 4. cap. 19. ſe ct. 4. Hi enim (viz. ab 
infantia baptizati ) inter Catechumenos ſedebant, donec rite 
fidei myſteriis inſtituti poterant fidei confeſſionem coram 


Epiſcopo ac populo edere. Quo autem hæc actio, quæ alioqui 


gravis, ſanctaque merito eſſe debebat, plus reverentiæ haberet, 
& digniratis, ccremonia quoque adhibebatur manuum impo ſitionis. 
Ita puer ille, fide ſua approbati, cum ſolenni benedictione 
dimittebatur. Talem ergo manuum impoſitionem, quæ ſimpli- 
citer loco benedictionis fiat, laudo, & reſtituram hodie in 
purum uſum velim. „ g 

| Se#, 13. Utinam vero morem retineremus, quem apud ve- 
teres fuiſſe admonui, priuſquam abortiva hæc Sacramenti 
larva naſcere tur. | 


(b) Calvin. comment. in Hebr. cap. 6. ver. 2. Liberi fide- 
lium, rranſa&a infantii, poſtquam inſtituti erant in fide, ſe 
quoque ad Catecheſin offerebant, quæ in illis Bapriſmo erat 
inferior, ſed aliud ſymbolum tuuc adhibebatur, nempe manuum 

5 . impoſitio. 
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be a ſufficient proof, that this practice had its 
original from the Apoſtles, and, as before, 
declares his judgment for the retaining it 
pure and unmix'd with Romſb ſuperſtition. 

And accordingly it is retain'd with us, being 
uſed only as a ſolemn form, of benediction 
and prayer, upon the perſons profeſſing be- 
fore the Biſbop and the Chriſtian Congrega- 
tion, that he ſtands to his baptiſmal Vow ; 
neither do we uſe any other external ſign 
in this adminiſtration, but that which is 
the ancient, and even the natural ſign of be- 

nediction and prayer. But that brings me 
to what 1 propos d in the third place, viz. 
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III. To conſider what arguments we have for 
this practice, from the nature and reaſon of 
the thing in it ſelf conſider d: And here I 
think I may fairly aſſert, That it is a practice 
highly reaſonable in it ſelf, and of ſpecial uſe, 

1f duly adminiſter'd, infomuch, that if there 
had not been this countenance given to it 
by the practice of the Apoſtles, and by the 
mention my text makes of impoſition of hands, 

as of one of the Principles of the dofrine 

of Chrift, and by the ſubſequent practice 

of the Church down from the Apoſtles days; 


«a +. g—_ N 
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impoſitio. Hic unus locus abunde teſtatur hujus Ceremoniz 
originem fluxiſſe ab Apoftelis : quz tamen poſtea in ſuperſti- 
rionem verſa fuit: ut mundus ſemper fere ab optimis inſti- 
| rutis ad corruptelas degenerat. —— Quamobrem hodie reti- 
nenda pura inſtitutio eſt, ſuperſtitio autem corrigenda. Atque 
hic jocus ad Pædobaptiſmi approbationem facit. 


a a e 


yet 
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there could have been no juſt excep- 


tion made againſt it, where-ever it were found 
in practice. Nay, it is what would recom- 
mend it felf to the judgment of every ſe- 
rious and unprejudiced chriſtian, For the e- 
videncing of this, it will be proper to con- 
ſider the two diſtin& parts of Confirmation 
in their order; which are theſe, | 


The ſolemn owning our baptiſmal Vow, 
and taking it upon our ſelves, in the pre- 
ſence. of God, and before the chief Paſtor 
of the Church to which we belong, and 


in the midſt of the congregation of our 


chriſtian brethren. E 
The ſolemn benediction of the Biſhop 
given to the perſon, whom he points out, 


laying his hands upon him, and praying 
0 him, in conjunction with his own, and 


the prayers of the whole congregation on 
hi i 2 | 


Here is the ſolemn owning our baptiſmal 
Vow, and taking it upon our ſelves, in the 
preſence of God, before the chief Paſtor of 
the Church to which we appertain, and in 
the midſt of the congregation of our chri- 
ſtian brethren. | 
And ſurely this .cannot but be highly 
reaſonable, and of great uſe. Even if we 
were baptized in our riper years by ſome 
of the inferior Miniſters of the chriſtian 
church, to teſtify in this ſolemn manner 


2 our 
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ſent with thoſe that attend upon him. It 
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our adherence to our chriſtian Vow, could not 
be judg?d an abſurd or unreaſonable: practice. 
But much more when we are moſt of us bap- 
tized in our infancy, and our Godfathers 
and Godmothers did in our names: anſwer 
for us, charitably preſuming and hoping, 
that when we ſhould come to years of un- 
derſtanding, we would anſwer for our ſelves; 
it is without doubt highly fit, that we at 
a proper time, when we are inſtructed in the 
chriſtian faith, and made to underſtand the 
obligation under which we have been laid 
by others, we our ſelves ſhould ſolemnly 
profeſs our approbation of, and conſent to 
what they have done. And accordingly the 
Queſtion which the Biſhop then puts to the 
perſons to be confirm d, is this; Do ye here 


in the preſence of God, and of this congre- 


“ gation, renew the ſolemn vow. and pro- 
* miſe which was made in your names at 
* baptiſm, ratify ing and confirming the ſame 
in your own perſons, and acknowledging 
** your. ſelves bound to believe, and to do 
* all thoſe things which your Godfathers and 
“ Godmothers then undertook for you? 
And the Anſwer every one is to make is, 
* I do. And if any obligation can be 
laid upon us, I would ask how. it can be 


done to better purpoſe. It is in the pre- 


ſence of Almighty God, in the place where 
we come together to pay our ſolemn wor- 
ſhip to him, and where he is eſpecially pre- 
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is in the preſence of his holy Angels, who 

according to St. Paul attend in the aſſem- 1 Cor: 
blies of God's people, obſerving their be- 10. 
haviour there. It is in the preſence, and 
at the demand of him to whom the chief 
Authority in the Church of Chriſt in that 
place is committed, I mean the Biſhop of 
the Dioceſe to which we appertain, him 
who: in the Revelations of St. John, is ſty- Rev. chap- 
led the Angel of the Church, who certainly ** *. 
hath. Authority to ask this Queſtion in the 
name of God and our Saviour. It is in 
the ſolemn aſſemby of the Church of Chrift, 
where our chriſtian brethren are all of them 
witneſſes to this: our profeſſion. So that af- 
ter this, if we prove falſe to our Vow, we 
break through all the obligations that a rea- 
ſonable creature can be laid under, we are 
falſe to God, and to our Redeemer, as well 
as to our own Souls, we prevaricate before 


as perſons that haye' no faith, no conſcience 
remaining, no truth or ſtedfaſtneſs in us, no 
regard to our duty or our intereſt, St. Paul 
thought this a good argument to his ſon 
Timothy, to move him to be diligent ' and 
ſtedfaſt, to fight the good fight of faith, and « Tim. 
to lay hold on eternal life, becauſe he was 6. 12. 
called thereunto, and had profeſſed a good 
profeſſion before many witneſſes, And the 
argument is the ſame to thoſe who are con- 
firm'd before ſo many witneſſes, who for kind, 
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as well as number, are the moſt confiderable 


that can be named. 


But then we are jo add alſo, that here is 


tha ſolemn benediction of the Biſhop on the 


perſon whom he points out, by the laying 
his hands upon him, and praying for him, 
in conjunction with his own and the pray- 
ers of the whole congregation on his behalf; 
which is a proper means for the ſtrengthning 


and confirtiing the mind, and encouraging 


the perſon to renew his baptiſmal Vow in 
this ſolemri manner. The Biſhop therefore, 
after: the ſolemn profeſiton made by the per- 
fon confirtn'd; prays for him, that God 
would defend him with his heavenly 
t grace, that he may continue his for ever, 
« and daily increaſe in the holy Spirit more 
„ and more, until he come unto his ever- 


* laſting kingdom ; and again, that God 


« wou'd ſtrengthen him with the holy Ghoſt 
ce the Comforter, and daily increaſe in him 
the manifold gifts of grace and of the 
* Spirit of God ; and again, as he profeſſes 
e by laying his hands on him, to certify 


* him of the favour and gracious goodne 


* of God towards him, ſo he farther prays, 


that. his fatherly hand may be ever over 


„im, that his holy Spirit may ever be 
“with him, and ſo lead him in the know- 


* ledge and obedience of his Word, that in 
* the end he may obtain everlaſting life, 


through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” And 
1 ſurely, 
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| ſurely, if we are Chriſtians, we muſt be 
fully perſwaded, that that God, who hath 
| * to be preſent in the Aſſemblies of 
bis faithful people, that Lord, who hath 


aſſured us, that where two or three are 


gather'd together in his name, he will be in 
| the midſt of them, and when he ſent forth 
his Apoſtles, promis'd to be with them to the 
end of the world, (which muſt include their 
Succeflors in the ſame good work of preach- 
ing and propagating the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
and performing the other publick miniſtra- 


tions of the chriſtian Church) will certain- 


ly afford his gracious preſence and aſſiſt- 
ance, upon ſuch devout and ſolemn appli- 
cations to him, hearing and anſwering thoſe 
prayers which are thus offer'd to him in the 


congregation of his people. 


So that from the review of both theſe 
parts, of which the Office of Confirmation 


is made up, we may juſtly conclude the 
reaſonableneſs and uſefulneſs of this prac- 
tice, not doubting but that it will greatly 
tend, according to its name, to the confirming 
and ftrengthning of our ſouls, by inculcating 
upon our minds the engagements we are 
under, and by deriving from God farther 
ſupplies of his grace and holy Spirit for our 
a(lſtance z which was the third thing I 
propos d to be confider'd, All 1 remains 
c * laſtly, a S | 
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IVi To make ſome Application of what has 


been ſaid on this Argument; 


I would apply my ſelf to thoſe '(if any 


ſuch are here preſent) who have imbibed 
any prejudices againſt this reaſonable and 


uſeful practice of Confirmation. 


dare appeal to any one who will ſeriouſly 
and impartially weigh the matter, as I have 
been now repreſenting it, whether he does 


not in his conſcience think, That for thoſe 
who are baptized, eſpecially in their infancy, 


( as moſt of us born in a Chriſtian Nation 
are) to be firſt throughly inſtructed in the 
fundamental Principles of our holy Religion, 
out of a ſhort and plain Catechiſm, and after 
this, to be brought to own their Chriſtian 


profeſſion, when they are arrived at years of 


diſcretion, in a publick and ſolemn manner, 


before they are admitted to partake of the 


Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, according 


to the method appointed in our Church, 


whether (I ſay) this is not an excellent 
means for confirming and preſerving thoſe 
who are thus educated, both in the profeſ- 
ſion and practice of Chriſtianity 3 from both 
of which, ſo great a number amongſt us 
are 1n this age ſo much degenerated; I would 
ſpeak to ſuch, in the words of that great and 


learned Man before mention'd, who treat- 


ivg of this matter, ſays, in the place before 
| 1 cited, 
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zited, (a) © If this diſcipline (meaning 

Catechizmg firſt, and then Confirming ) © did 

at this day take place, verily the ſlothful- 

4 neſs of ſome parents would be ſhaken off, 

and their diligence excited, who ſecurely 

& negle& the inſtruction of their children, 

4 as a thing not belonging to them, which 

& they could not do without publick diſgrace. 

+ There would, by this means, (as he adds) 

he a greater concord of faith among chri- 

5 ſtian people, as well as leſs ignorance ; 

& ſome would not ſo eaſily be carried away 

dy new and ſtrange opinions; in a word, all 

& would have a certain method of chriſtian 

learning and inſtitution.” 

I may add, that by this means, the great 

prejudice in the minds of thoſe who are a- 

gainſt the baptizing of infants, would be re- 

moved. But I proceed; | 

We learn from hence, who are the proper 45; 

ſubjects of Confirmation, viz. ſuch as have been 

baptized, and are arriv'd at years of under- 
ſtanding and diſcretion. For otherwiſe it is 

not to be conceiv'd that they are capable of 

taking the chriſtian Vow upon themſelves, 
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(a) Caluini Inſtit. lib. 4. cap. 19. ſe#- 4 Hzc Diſciplina, 
fi hod'e valeret, profecto Parentum quorundam ignavia acuere- 
tur, qui liberorum inſtitutionem quaſi rem nihil ad ſe pertinen- 
tem ſecure negligunt, quam tum fine publico dedecore omitte- 
re non poſſent: Major eſſet in populo chriſtiano fidei conſenſus, 
nec tanta multorum inſcitia & ruditas; non aded temere qui- _ 
dam novis & peregrinis dogmatibus abriperentur: omnibus de- 
nique eſſet quædam velut methodus doctrinæ chriſtianæ. 
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the doing of which ſuppoſes them to be be- 


yond the ſtate of infancy, or meer childhood. 
It.is agreed, that ſome are riper 1n under- 


ſtanding, and brought to a good degree of ſe- 


riouſneſs much ſooner than others, and for 
ſuch, allowance is to be made: But none 
ſhould be confirm d, till they competently un- 
derſtand the meaning and deſign of Confirma- 
tion, and are qualified to make a ſolemn pro- 


miſe and vow in their own names. And this 


is the plain ſenſe and meaning of our Church; 
altho' thro' want of conſideration, many pa- 


rents are apt to offer their children before 


they are thus qualified, which is. a practice 
directly contrary to the deſign of the inſti- 
tution ; as plainly appears from what I have 
ſaid in the explication of it; and this has 
been too often the unhappy occaſion that the 
Office it ſelf has been deſpis'd by ſome, and 
render'd uſeleſs and inſignificant to others. 

I would in the next place apply my ſelf 
to all Parents, and Maſters of families, and to 
thoſe who have been Godfathers and Godmo- 
thers to children at their baptiſm, advifing 
them to make it their ſerious. care to in- 
ſtrut their children and ſervants at home, 
and then to recommend them to the farther 
inſtruction, at leaſt the examination of the 
Miniſters of their Pariſh, in order to their 


being preſented to the Biſhop for Confirma- 
tion. As to Parents, they have a natural 


obligation to this, and Maſters a civil and 
moral one, and Godfathers and Godmothers 
. 


| | 
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an obligation which they have laid them- 
ſelves under, either to do it, or to ſee that 


it be done. If they know it is done by 
the Parents, their concern is the leſs; but 


if they are not ſatisfied in that, it certain- 


ly behoves them to do their part, as far as 


it lies in their power to procure, that the 
children, for whom. they anſwer'd in bap- 
tiſm, may be brought to underſtand, and 
to own the Vow which they made in their 
names. They did indeed dedicate them to 
God in Baptiſm 5 but their work is not 
done, till thoſe who were baptized in their 
infancy are . brought to underſtand what 
was done for them, and what obligations they 
were then laid under, and to take the ob- 
ligation voluntarily and ſeriouſly upon them- 
ſelves; and to make uſe of this proper means 
for the imploring and obtaining the con- 
ſtant aid of the divine Spirit for the con- 
firming and eſtabliſhing their minds. I am 
fully ſatisfied that the negle& of this, as 
it is apparently the cauſe, why ſo many 
grow up amongſt us to the years of men and 
women, nay ſometimes to old age, without 
ever thinking themſelves obliged to partake of 


the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, fo it is 


one great and evident cauſe of the general 
decay of chriſtian faith and piety amongſt 
us. How ſhould faith and piety encreaſe, 
if we do not take ſome effectual care, that 
all who grow up amongſt us to years of 
diſcretion, ſhould be brought to a - ſerious 
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ſenſe of the obligations they are under by 


their profeſſion, and be aſſiſted and ſtrength- 


ened by the grace of God, ſolemnly im- 


plor'd on their behalf? ; 


As you have therefore any regard: for_the 


engagements that either nature. or your. own 
conſent have laid you under, with; refpect 


to your ſeveral charges, as you have any 


true love tg, your children and the reſt of 


your houſhold, I beſrech you earneftly to 
lay this matter to heart. 1 


1 need not, I hope, add, the obligation 
that Miniſters of Pariſhes are under, to call 
upon all Parents and: Maſters of families, and. 


Sponſors, exciting them to the diſcharge 


of their duty in this caſe; as likewiſe to 
examine and inſtru all young perfons with · 


in their reſpective pariſhes, endeavouring 5 


to make them not meerly to repeat, bur 
to underſtand their Catechiſm, particularly 


the nature of rheir baptiſmal covenant; -and ' 


to preſent ſuch, and ſuch only to the 


Biſhop, to be confirm'd by him, This, 


the nature of their employment, the 


particular Orders of the Church whereof 


they are Miniſters, aud the ſolemn engage- 
ment they took upon them when they 


were ordain d, ſtrictiy oblige them to. And 


this is abſolutely neceſſary, in order to the 
having this inſtitution duly and regularly 
perſorm d; ſo! that they cannot be ignorant, 


and I hope will not be negligent in the 


* 


performing their part. 
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I wou'd, in the laſt place, apply my ſelf 4. 


to thofe young perſons, who being come to 
years of difcrerion, have not yet thus ſolemn- 
ly own'd themſelves chriftians in the face of 
the chriftian Congregation. 

That which you have to do, is, not barely 
o repeat the words of your Catechifm, but 
to confider the ſenſe and meaning of them z 


parricularly, to call to mind what was pre- 


mis d in your names when you were bap- 

tized, and to diſcharge thoſe who charitably 
made thoſe promiſes for yon, by owning pub- 
lickly that you believe what they profeſs'd in 
your names, and that by the grace of God 
you will perform what in your names they 
ptomis d. Without this, you are chriſtians in 
name, but not in reality. What was done 
for you, will not avail to your ſalvation, 
unleſs being come te years of diſcretion, you 


give your on confent to it. You are grow—-—- 


ing up into a bad world, where you will 
meet with abundance of temptations to break 
your baptiſmal Vow ; you carry about you 
weak: and corrupt natures, prone to that 
which is evil, and backward to that which 


is good ; the devil, the world, and the fleſh. 


will be your conſtant enemies, which you 
cannot. hope to encounter with ſucceſs, with- 
out the conſtant aſhſtance of the divine Spi- 
rit ; and if you are conquer'd by theſe, it 
will be to your certain and everlaſting ruine. 
You know not how ſoon you may be taken 


out of the world, however youthful and 


health- 
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healthful you may be at preſent. You be- 
hold perſons of all ages removed from your 


- acquaintance and ſociety continually ; and 


nothing can ſecure to you a ſafe and com- 
fortable death, but your being refolv'd and 
ſtedfaſt chriſtians. If God ſhou'd have ſeen 
it fit to take you to himſelf, during your 
infant ſtate, before you had knowingly vio- 
lated your baptiſmal vow, by voluntarily 
conſenting to iniquity, there had been good 
ground to believe, that according to the 
tenour of the Goſpel covenant, your ſtate 
had been ſafe and happy: but now you 
are arrived at years of underſtanding,- you 
are to chuſe and to anſwer for you ſelves. 
If it ſhould pleaſe God to prolong your 
lives, if you take this courſe which 1-.am 
adviſing you to, it will prove to your 


greateſt comfort, as well as ſafety. To have 


remember d your Creator and Redeemer in 
the days of your youth, before the evil days 


come, and the years in which. you ſpall ſay, 


you have no pleaſure in then, will yield con- 
ſtant pleaſure to you whilſt you live, as well 
as at the hour of death. - WE” 
Nor need you to be diſcouraged 'by any 
difficulties you may apprehend from thus 
engaging in a chriſtian courſe, . provided 
you will take the proper methods for im- 
ploring the aids of the divine Spirit, with- 
out whoſe help you will be able of your 
Jeives to do nothing, and whoſe aſſiſtance 
you may certainly obtain, if you duly ſeek 
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-It, according to the expreſs declaration of 
our bleſſed Savioùr, that our heavenly Fa. Luke 11. 
ther will give his holy Spirit to them that as "3 


him, more certainly than earthly parents will 


give good gifts to their children. And I hope 
none of you will be aſhamed thus openly to 

profeſs your chriſtian faith. It is your ſpe- 
cial advantage, to have been admitted firſt 


into the number of Chrift's diſciples by Bap- 


tiſm ; and tis your higheſt honour as well as 


privilege, ſolemnly to own your ſelves ſuch. 


be aſhamed, when be cometh in the glory of 
his Father, with the holy Angels. 


| May the God of heaven incline all our hearts 
to do that which is well-pleaſing in his 
fight. May he guide and ſtrengthen us 
by his holy Spirit in this life, bleſſing to 
us all the means he hath appointed to 
this end, and conducting us to everlaſting 
happineſs in the life to come, through 


 Fejus Chriſt our only Mediator and Ad- 


vocate; To whom, with thee O Father, 
and the holy Ghoſt, be all honour and 
glory now. and for ever. Amen. 
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If any one ball be aſbamed of him and of his Mark 2. 
words, in an adulterous and ſinful generation, 3*: 


he hath declared that of him he alſo ſhall 
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